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B Book 148 - The Power of Mantra

M ritten by master Sheng-yen Lu

‘But is two years enough time for me to change my destiny?" said a worried Sheng Ding.

The fortune-teller smiled and refused to comment.

*Is there anyone in the world that can help change my destiny?"

The fortune-teller said, "To my knowledge, this form of divination is extremely accurate. I am aware that
one is able to change one's destiny, but this is rarely possible. Perhaps you should look this person up and see if
he can help you."

*Which person?”

‘Living Buddha Lian-sheng, Sheng-yen Lu.’

*Can he really change my destiny?

"Why not give it a try?”

%k kok

When Sheng Ding came to me, he did not mention his consultation with the fortune-teller in Hong Kong.
He only forwarded a note stating that he wanted to know how long he would have to live.

I said to him, ‘I never do readings to determine the length of one's life.’

"Why not? Isn't it possible that we can find out about our marriage, our wealth, our children, our state of
prosperity, and certainly our life-span?’

"Well, you're right in a way. But if I determine your life span and it turns out to be a short life, you'll
become frightened. To avoid unnecessary complications, I avoid going into it.’

*Can you make an exception?” Sheng Ding requested.

"No." I replied.

*Alright. Any age is a two-digit number. Perhaps you can determine the last digit of the age rather than the
first digit, how about that?"

I gave it some thought and felt that it was fair enough. The last digit would not give away the length of
one's life span, and was thus meaningless. But I was unclear why Sheng Ding requested to know the last digit of
his age of death.

I consulted the divination and wrote down the number seven.

Sheng Ding looked at the number and said, “Seven. That's precisely the number!

Sheng Ding then revealed he had consulted a fortune-teller in Hong Kong who had told him that he would
live to the age of thirty-seven. He wanted to know how he could reverse this cycle and if I could change his fate.

I told him, T can give it a try.’

I went into deep meditation.

In my meditation, I saw a figure of Kuan Yin Bodhisattva dressed in a white robe, carrying a vial of elixir -]'-: ’
and a stalk of willow leaves in her hands. She appeared noble and at ease with herself. i

The Bodhisattva told me, "All you have to do is tell Sheng Ding to chant the Mantra of the White Robed =
Kuan Yin Bodhisattva twenty times per day, and there shall be deliverance. You don't have to teach him how to '
recite it. He already knows how.’

I came out of my meditation and said to Sheng Ding, *You do know how to chant a mantra.’

“Nonsense!" Sheng Ding denied.

‘But the Bodhisattva says you do.’

“The Bodhisattva must be joking! I have never chanted any mantra in my entire life.’

*The White Robed Kuan Yin Bodhisattva told me that you know how to chant her mantra.’

"Ah!" Sheng Ding was taken aback. He then related this story to me. -TO be continued-



' I ‘ranslated by Lotus Cheng

Edited by Luljeta Proofread by Mimosa

A man by the name of Sheng Ding was the chief engineer of a deep-sea fishing ship. When he was in
Hong Kong, a friend invited him to consult a very famous fortune-teller skilled in the art of Chinese divination
known as Tad-Ban-Shen-Suan, which requires one's birth date and time, right down to the exact minute. The
more accurate the information is, the more precise the divination will be. Sheng Ding felt that this art of
divination, first devised by Shao Kang Jie in ancient China, was indeed remarkably accurate.

The fortune-teller stated that Shen Ding's father was born in the year of the dragon, and Sheng Ding's
mother was born in the year of the monkey. He also mentioned that Sheng Ding has three elder brothers and one
younger sister. The above revelation indeed corresponded with the facts.

The fortune-teller revealed that Sheng Ding's mother passed away when he was ten years old. Sheng Ding
was astonished because what the fortune-teller revealed was indeed true. His mother died of a certain illness
when he was just ten years old. The fortune-teller proceeded to describe Sheng Ding's own destiny:

Sheng Ding’s livelihood was connected with water. Indeed, Sheng Ding sailed with a deep-sea fishing ship.

When he turned thirty, he met a friend by the surname Xie and lost his money. Certainly, at the age of
thirty, a friend with the surname Xie borrowed seven hundred thousand dollars in Taiwanese currency and
disappeared.

The most astonishing divination was the revelation of his girlfriend’s surname, Chang, and his monthly
salary, which left Sheng dumbfounded.

Finally, the fortune-teller got to Sheng Ding's life span. The fortune-teller suddenly became silent.

Sheng Ding was eager to know how long he was going to live.

"It is best that you do not know," replied the fortune-teller.

‘Long or short, it doesn't matter to me. I can take it,” Sheng Ding said.

The fortune-teller insisted on being silent about Sheng Ding’s life span.

Sheng Ding exploded and said, "Look! I told you I don't mind. People live and die. Long life, short life -
so be it. Having a long life may not be a good thing. But I must know how long I am going to live or I'm not
going to leave.’

The fortune-teller was in a very difficult position, but Sheng Ding demanded to know.

Finally, the fortune-teller picked up one of the books on divination. He flipped to the respective page and
showed Sheng Ding what was written on it. The respective sentence stated, “You shall die at age thirty-seven.’

Thirty-seven? Thirty-seven! Sheng Ding was shocked to learn of his life span.

Sheng Ding was thirty-five, he thought to himself, and that meant he had another two years before he
would leave the world for good. Judging from the accuracy of this fortune-teller, it seemed that his life would
surely come to an end at that age. Sheng Ding claimed that he didn't mind. But his heart was pounding hard.

Sheng Ding asked, 'Is there a way I can change my fate?"

‘Everything is destined by divine will. You can change your destiny through gathering good merits. I can't

%: help you.’

"'Doing good deeds?’

“Yes.'

“Just like the story of Liao Fan.” Sheng Ding had read that story.
*Almost,” said the fortune-teller.




® e bouddha vivant Lian-sheng Sheng-yen Lu

mBook 200 - L'Eveil parfait et universel
Une tranche et encore une tranche d'Illumination
—L'esprit intelligent de la vie—

® Traduit du chinois par Sandrine Fang
® Copyright © Sheng-yen Lu ©2013, Editions Darong

par la conscience.

Jadmire la Vérit¢ du Milieu du
bodhisattva Nagarjuna. Il avait écrit les
ouvrages suivants :

— Milamadhyamaka-karika (« Traité
du Milieu ») ;

— Dvadashanikaya-shastra (« Traité
des douze voies d’acces ») ;

— Mahaprajfidparamita-shastra («
Traité de la grande vertu de sagesse ») ;

Etc., etc., etc.

Négarjuna estimait que, pour prouver
et obtenir I’Eveil, il faut nier & maintes
reprises. Nier, nier et nier encore, a la fin
de négation, quand on atteint la limite
extréme, I’Eveil est donc prouvé et
obtenu.

Le livre Mahaprajiidparamita-shastra
est le commentaire des six cents volumes
du Grand Sitra de la perfection de la
sagesse.

Le Mahaprajidparamita-shastra est
vraiment remarquable. Pour I’Illumination
du genre humain, le bodhisattva
Nagarjuna se servait de la pensée de la
Vérité du Milieu pour que le commun des
mortels puisse comprendre ce qu’est
I’Eveil. Donc, la Vérité du Milieu est un
moyen d’enseigner aux gens.

Jadresse des louanges au bodhisattva
Nagarjuna en disant qu’il est un bon gars,

car il a laissé au genre humain une marche

a suivre pour atteindre directement «

I’Eveil ».

Quelqu’un me demanda :

— Sheng-yen Lu, pour votre Eveil et
votre témoignage de la Voie, ce que vous
avez utilisé, est-ce la Vérité du Milieu ou
le rien-que-conscience ?

Je répondis :

— Je n’ai pas utilisé les yeux, ni les
oreilles, ni la bouche. Quant a la Vérité du
Milieu et au rien-que-conscience, je ne les
connais pas.

— Alors, qu’est-ce que le bouddha ?

Je répondis :

— Saisir I’air avec la main.

Je me suis servi du théme « saisir
I’air avec la main », je ne sais pas si vous

avez compris ou pas.

1. L’école du Vinaya (ou I’école de la
Discipline monastique), 1’école Hua-yen
(ou I’école de la Guirlande de fleurs),
I’école T’ien-t’ai (ou I’école de la Plate-
forme céleste), I’école San-lun (ou I’école
des Trois Traités), 1’école Fa-xiang (ou
I’école des Caractéristiques des Dharma),
I’école Shingon (ou 1’école des Paroles
véritables), 1’école Dhyana (ou I’école du
zen) et I’école de la Terre pure.

2. Celui des quatre continents qui se

trouve au sud du mont Suméru.

— asuivre —




Si je dis que le bodhisattva Nagarjuna

est un bon gars, ce n’est pas pour le ’

déprécier, mais pour I’exalter.

Si je I’appelle un « bon gars », c’est
effectivement la louange la plus
affectueuse, la plus appropriée, la plus
convenable.

Si le bodhisattva Nagarjuna me
rencontre, il pourra aussi me bafouer : «
Sheng-yen Lu, vous, le gars idiot ».

A ces propos, je mourrais
certainement de joie !

Par exemple :

Quand des amis agés de quatre-vingts
ou quatre-vingt-dix ans se rencontrent, ils
se saluent fort !

— Mon vieux Huang, vous n’étes pas
mort !

— Hélas ! Mon vieux Lin, vous
n’étes pas mort non plus !

Les deux vieillards se saluent de cette
maniere a leur rencontre.

IIs éprouvent I’'un I’autre de la joie a
Se revoir.

Jappelle le bodhisattva Nagarjuna un
bon gars, et il m’appelle le gars idiot, ce
sont des paroles élogieuses.

Nous sommes tres cordiaux.

Sept cents ans apreés le nirvana du
Bouddha, le bodhisattva Nagarjuna est né
dans le sud de I’Inde.

Le bodhisattva Nagarjuna dtait le
disciple de Kapimala, celui-ci était le

76

BNagarjuna est un bon gars’

disciple du bodhisattva Asvaghosa. Il était
aussi le maitre du bodhisattva Kanadeva.

Le bodhisattva Nagarjuna entra dans
le Palais du Dragon pour consulter le
Stitra Avatamsaka (« Sttra de la guirlande
de fleurs »). Il ouvrit la Tour de fer, puis
propagea le bouddhisme tantrique. Il était
dans le bouddhisme exotérique et tantrique
le patriarche fondateur des Huit Ecoles].

Dans sa vie antérieure, le bodhisattva
Nagarjuna était 1’incarnation de Tathagata
du nuage merveilleux et de I’aisance.

Dans sa vie antérieure, le bodhisattva
Kapimala était le bouddha de la clarté de
soleil, de Iune et d’étoile.

Et moi, le vieux Lu, je suis le
bouddha de la lumiere de lotus et de
I’aisance.

Le bodhisattva Nagarjuna avait passé
dans le Palais du Dragon quatre-vingt-dix
jours a lire des livres canoniques dont le
nombre était dix fois plus grand que ceux
qu’il avait lus dans le Jambudvipa2.

La Vérité du Milieu de Nagarjuna et
le rien-que-conscience de Maitreya sont
les deux théories principales du Grand
Véhicule du bouddhisme.

La Vérité du Milieu, c’est qu’il y a le
vrai authentique dans le faux et que le
vide est comme une illusion.

Le rien-que-conscience, c’est que
I’extérieur n’existe pas, que I’intérieur
existe, et que tout n’est conditionné que
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