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«Le plus grand événement de la vie»
Traduit du chinois par Sandrine Fang

En tant que véritable sage éveillé,
en face de la mort, on ne doit pas éprouver
de la crainte, il faut en revanche avoir « la
connaissance correcte, la compréhension
correcte ». On doit comprendre que I’espace
est immense, sans bornes, le monde du
dharma vaste, illimité. Depuis le début de
I’existence du monde, la durée de vie de
I’étre humain est fort restreinte, I’age du
cosmos est pourtant infini, plusieurs cen-
taines de quatrillions et de quatrillions
d’années.

N’importe qui, dans n’importe quel
monde du dharma, peut mourir, c’est sir
et certain, personne n’est exempte, tout
cela ne peut étre qu’ainsi.

Ne pas entrer dans le nirvana, c’est
un ideéal ; tout le monde peut mourir, c’est
la vérité.

Le Bouddha nous a dit :

La nature est une sorte de circulation de
I’existence, La vie et la mort sont un
grand samsara?,

Tout ce qui existe n’est pas constant,
Tout le dharma se base sur le non-moi,
Le nirvana est placide.

C’est la loi, la regle du cosmos, C’est
aussi la vérité.

Je suis un homme qui a atteint le
Grand Eveil, je comprends bien ce qu’est
la mort. Durant cette période, ma nourriture
devenait insipide et mon physique faible,
J’étais insomniague et sans énergie. Pour
la plupart des gens, c’est sombrer dans un
danger extréme, en éprouvant justement
« I’obscurité et I’ignorance » du monde
entier, c’est I’entrée dans I"état intermédiaire
de la mort.

2 Le cycle des existences.

Le bouddha vivant Lian-sheng, Sheng-yen Lu
Le Franchissement de l’océan de vie et de mort

Copyright © Sheng-yen Lu ©2022, Editions Darong

Cependant, aprés I’ouverture de la
fleur de lotus en huit pétales, il apparut en
son plein centre un bouddha assis majes-
tueusement, et c’était :

— Padmakumara ;

— le bouddha de la lumiéere de lotus
et de I’aisance ;

— le bouddha vivant Lian-sheng,
Sheng-yen Lu.

Ce bouddha est précisement, dans
le bouddhisme tantrique, ma déité d’élec-
tion. En elle je mets mon appui en suivant
I’enseignement du Bouddha universelle-
ment éwveillé, et qui, étant en moi, est la
véritable lumiére de ma déité d’élection de
la sagesse. Ce Tathagata, ma deité d’élec-
tion, est capable de balayer d’un seul coup
et proprement « I’obscurité et I’ ignorance »
de la mort.

J’ai vu mon propre esprit originel ;
je me suis vu moi-méme. J’ai vu la nature
de bouddha ; j’étais exactement un Tatha-
gata.

Ce qui me surprenait, c’était que ce
bouddha Padmakumara portait a ses pieds
les chaussures a voyager en esprit que le
bodhisattva Avalokitésvara m’avait don-
nées. Dans le samadhi ou la fleur de lotus
a huit pétales s’était épanouie, je suis allé
voir beaucoup d’états intermédiaires, ce
qui m’a permis de les montrer par écrit
I’un apres I’autre. Je dis a tout le monde :
mon épanouissement de la fleur de lotus
en huit pétales est justement la méthode
P’owa pratiquée dans le bouddhisme tan-
trique.
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Le bouddha au centre de la fleur de lotus a huit pétales

La personne qui se trouvait a la
frontiére de la mort, qui était a I’agonie et
qui voulait bien mourir, c’était pourtant
moi. Je ne m’attachais radicalement pas a
ma propre Vvie, je ne voulais pas ne pas la
lacher.

Je pensais a ceci :

— le fondateur de I’école du Vrai
Bouddha, les cing millions de disciples,
les maitres du dharma qui font de la
propagation du dharma bouddhique ;

— les temples Lei Tsang (transcrip-
tion littérale : « tonnerre trésor temple »),
les succursales, les centres de la propaga-
tion du dharma du bouddha ;

—le Village de I’arc-en-ciel ;

— le Jardin ésotérique du Vrai Boud-
dha;

— le monastére du Nan Shan (mont
du Sud) ;

— la maitresse Lian-hsiang ; Fo-
ch’ing Lu, Fo-ch’i Lu...

Aujourd’hui que je me trouvais en
face de la mort, la propagande du dharma
bouddhique dans ce Monde Saha!, mes
parents proches, les profits et les biens
matériels étaient transformés pour moi en
néant.

Tout était vide.

Bien que j’aie affronté la dispersion
douloureuse des Quatre Grands, en face
de la fraction cranienne, heureusement,
grace a la pratique appliquée depuis de nom-
breuses années, mon esprit demeurait en-
core tranquille, ma conscience se fixait sur
les quatre bases de I’attention : I’attention
portée a I'impureté du corps, I’attention
portée a la souffrance provenant des sen-
sations, I’attention portée a I’inconstance
du cceur, I’attention portée au non-moi qui
estlabase de tout le dharma. J’avais de la

! Le monde terrestre ol I’on endure les passions.
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bravoure, ne craignant pas la mort, et mon
esprit continuait a se transcender.

Je me suis apprété a mourir et a
renditre & la Terre pure, je récitais fermement
le nom du bouddha et des mantras, mon
désir se trouvait compléetement centré sur
la lumiere du bouddha.

La douleur générée par la fraction
crénienne, la faiblesse du corps et la mort
qui arriverait sans tarder ne m’avaient
toujours pas vaincu.

J’étais conscient que la mort est une
regle établie et inévitable, je me trouvais
dans I'impossibilité de donner a mes dis-
ciples mes derniéres instructions, je mour-
rai solitairement, c’était aussi une chose
inévitable. J’ai donné ma gratitude a mes
gourous, j’ai remercié le Bouddha, j’ai
témoigné ma reconnaissance envers le
dharma bouddhique, j’ai dit merci aux
saints et aux sangha. J’allais abandonner
mon enveloppe corporelle, j’allais entrer
aisément dans I’extinction parfaite, dans
le saméadhi (le calme parfait de Iesprit),
dans le nirvana, tout comme les saints des
générations passées, qui avaient formé le
grand vaeu de secourir le monde.

Je ne mourais pas involontairement
ni a contrecceur. Je n’avais pas de regret.

Personne de mes alentours n’ignorait
que j’étais a I’article de la mort.

Personne ne m’importunait intention-
nellement.

Je pourrais avoir une bonne dispa-
rition dans un état d’esprit naturel et tran-
quille.

Dans le saméadhi, la fleur de lotus a
huit pétales continuait a se diviser, je ne
sentais que la douleur et la faiblesse, mais
aussi I’absence de peur.



Discourse 13 2021-09-05

Today, we will talk about the Vajra Sutra.

Chapter Four—Non-dwelling in Marvelous Conduct

“Subhuti, a bodhisattva should not dwell on anything. When performing acts of giving, he
should not dwell on the form of giving, nor should he dwell on sound, smell, taste, touch or
anything at all.

“Subhuti, bodhisattvas should perform acts of giving in this way, without dwelling on form.
Why? Because when a bodhisattva does not dwell on anything, his merit becomes
immeasurable.

“Subhuti, what does this mean? Can space in the east be measured?”

“No, World-honored One.”

“Subhuti, can space in the west, north, south, above, below in all dimensions be measured?”
“No, World-honored One.”

“So Subhuti, when a bodhisattva performs acts of giving without dwelling on form, his merits
and virtues are likewise immeasurable. Subhuti, the bodhisattvas should abide this way.”

The above is Chapter Four—Non-dwelling in Marvelous Conduct, and the marvelous conduct
mentioned here refers to the acts of giving. If one wants to ascend the ground to be a bodhisattva,
the first thing one needs to do is to be generous and perform acts of giving. In the Vajra Sutra, it is
called marvelous conduct, which means excellent behavior.

Non-dwelling and this excerpt are often mentioned by Jesus, my guru. There are several references
to it in the Holy Bible. I've often mentioned it too. Any good deed performed by the right hand
should not be made known to the left hand. The good deeds performed by the left hand should
not be known by the right hand. What Jesus stated is non-dwelling in marvelous conduct. This is
what Jesus taught us: good deeds performed by the right hand should not be let known to the left
hand. Good deeds performed by the left hand should not be let known to the right hand. This is
non-dwelling.

If you dwell on the acts of giving, what is the situation? You are being deliberate, thinking, “l want
to do good deeds.” Prior to doing good deeds, you proclaim it. If you are performing charity with
motives, then the merit is limited to the things you give—a small charity. If you forget about
giving, this is called the... [Threefold Wheel of Intrinsic Emptiness].

In Texas, United States, we have a True Buddha School temple called Three-Wheel Lei Tsang Temple
(Kalachakra Buddha Association). Why did | name it Three-Wheel Lei Tsang Temple? When | wrote
the name Three-Wheel, people saw it and said, “Oh, a tricycle?” How can there be a rickshaw
nowadays? [chuckle]

[children rhyme] “A rickshaw is running fast, with an old lady riding on it. The driver asked for fifty
cents, yet she gave a dollar. Isn't it strange or is it not?” Why did she give one dollar? Because the
rickshaw driver was the old lady's past lover. She needed to get home and got on a three-wheeler
taxi. It turned out that the rickshaw driver was her past lover. After reaching her destination, he
asked for fifty cents but she gave a dollar out of sympathy.

-To be continued-
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Grandmaster knows all these things from the past. How can one know? These things about the
statues of 8-year-old and 12-year-old Sakyamuni Buddha, how could one know the story behind it,
about their measurements and appearances? How could this be?

Because | hold no view of sentient beings and no view of lifespan. With no view of sentient beings
[no notion of the spatial dimension], | can go anywhere. With no view of lifespan [no time
dimension], | can go back to the past [and future]. | surely know, but do you? You don't. The ones
who don't know, don't know. The ones who know, know. What time is it? 10:13. Today, | am telling
stories for you.

The likenesses of Subhuti, Sariputra, Moggallana and Ananda, four of the Buddha's chief disciples,
were carved behind these two statues. How come it lacked Mahakasyapa? Because Mahakasyapa
has left the sangha. He had arguments with Ananda, so he wanted to leave the sangha. Sakyamuni
Buddha made him stay and tried to keep him in the sangha, “Don't leave.” But he said, “It's hard for
me to accept the way you live and clothe so extravagantly. I'm first and foremost in monkhood
cultivation; | still follow the Sound-Hearer's way.”

What is a sound-hearer [sravaka or arhat]? I'm asking you. Why are they called sound-hearers?
Around Sakyamuni Buddha, there were ten great sound-hearers, also called the ten great arhats.
Why are they called sound-hearers? Who are they? The term originates from the fact that they
personally “heard” Sakyamuni Buddha's dharma teachings. They hear Sakyamuni Buddha's voice,
they hear Buddha's teachings and attain sravakahood/arhatship because of it. Do you understand?
What | talked about today——Sariputra, Moggallana, Subhuti and Ananda were carved behind
statues of 8-year-old and 12-year-old Sakyamuni Buddha. These four arhats were closest to
Sakyamuni Buddha then. | knew which four of the ten great arhats carved behind the statues at
the Jokhang Temple and the Ramoche Temple.

This is the discourse for today on the Vajracchedika Paramita Sutra. Tomorrow we will start on
Chapter Four—Non-dwelling in Marvelous Conduct. Do we have a Vajra Sutra discourse tomorrow
during the annual grand ceremony? [“It's up to you Grandmaster.”] It's up to me? Tomorrow is the
grand ceremony, right?

Let me share a couple of jokes. Oh, let me tell you, what I'm telling you today are all secrets. Don't
tell anyone, okay? [laughter] Nobody knew this. It's necessary to not have the view of sentient
beings and lifespan to know. They all know there are statues of the 8-year-old and 12-year-old
Sakyamuni. But the origin? Who were carved behind the Buddha's statues? Only Grandmaster
knows. Nobody else knows.

Last time | was talking about Buddhist disciples who breach the precept of undermining if they
don't come to listen to their guru's dharma teaching. However, now is an exception due to Covid-
19. If you don't come for the dharma teaching because you are afraid of the coronavirus, that is
understandable. Maybe you're scared of gathering, you are worried about getting infected, right?
During the pandemic, there are many rules and large gatherings are not allowed, so now it is not
considered a breach.

Although you cannot make it in person but if you watch over the internet, on cellphones or
computers, etc. then you don't violate the precept. When Grandmaster gives dharma
teachings, yet you intentionally do not come even when you can, then you're violating the
undermining precept.

That's all for today. Om mani padme hum.

-End-
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If you cultivate spiritually until you attain the non-phenomena of lifespan, then you can easily go
back and forth between the past, present and future. You can state all of whom you have been in
the past. You can also state what you will be in the future. The Three Times—the past, present and
future—are all-in-one, they are one time, and they are on the same time dimension. That's the
benefit of having no phenomena of lifespan.

On the non-phenomena of sentient beings,?* there's no concept of space. If | want to see you, |
can find you wherever you are, | can go wherever | want; whether you are in Malaysia, Taiwan,
England, France, Sweden, Iceland, North Pole, South Pole or anywhere else, | can go there because
| have no [concept of] space. If you cultivate spiritually until you reach the realm of no space, the
most incredible part is you can go to Sukhavati or any purelands or any buddha fields such as
Avalokitesvara's World of Omnipresence, Ksitigarbha's Cuiwei Pureland, Amitabha's Sukhavati, or
Aksobhya's Abhirati.

You can go anywhere. That's when space does not matter. You will be there in a blink of an eye.
You don't need to waste time flying or riding on clouds or mists. No need to chant mantra to make
a cloud descend and sit on it to go somewhere. No phenomena of sentient beings mean no spatial
dimension. There are many more benefits, I'm telling you. No view of sentient beings, lifespan,
others or self. That's what Sakyamuni Buddha told Subhuti.

Now Chapter Four—Not-dwelling on Marvelous Conduct. [Grandmaster continued to extrapolate on
chapter three before moving on to chapter four.]

Do you know that the Jokhang Temple and the Ramoche Temple each enshrines a statue of
Sakyamuni Buddha? One is a life-size statue of an 8-year-old Sakyamuni Buddha, and one is a life-
size statue of a 12-year-old Sakyamuni Buddha. The Jokhang temple was built for which princess?
There were two princesses who went to Tibet to marry the local king Songtsen Gampo: the
Princess Bhrikuti of Nepal and the Princess Wencheng of the Tang Dynasty. Which one did
Princess Wencheng brought? The statue of the twelve-year-old. Princess Bhrikuti brought the
statue of the eight-year-old. One is at Jokhang Temple and one is at Ramoche Temple, right?

How did the statues come about? One came from China and the other one from Nepal. Who
carved them? Where did the materials come from? Do you know? No one knows. The materials
came from Maitreya Bodhisattva, and they were carved by Viswakarma. Maitreya Bodhisattva
gathered lots of his gold, silver and jewels and gave it to Viswakarma, who made them. Why are
there statues of 8-year-old and 12-year-old Sakyamuni Buddha? Who knew how tall Sakyamuni
Buddha was when he was eight and twelve?

Sakyamuni Buddha told Viswakarma to make an image of him when he was eight years old and
twelve years old. But Viswakarma did not know his height when he was eight and twelve.
Sakyamuni Buddha told him, “My wet nurse is still alive. She nursed me when | was young. She
brought me to a place. You can ask her; she knows how tall | was when | was eight and twelve.”
Viswakarma found the wet nurse and she told him, “Yes, | know. | nursed him at Kapilavastu
City, at a pavilion there, there are two statues, one is shorter and one is taller. The shorter one
is the same size as the 8-year-old Sakyamuni Buddha and the taller one is the 12-year-old. You
can go measure them.” That's how Viswakarma knew about the heights.

24 Grandmaster clarifies that “sentient beings” refer to not only living beings, but all physical existences,
including all the material things that exist in the spatial dimension. Therefore “sentient beings” here refers
to the “space dimension.” Space is the imaginary context in which objects exist.
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Vajracchedika Prajnaparamita Sutra

Vajra Sutra (Diamond Sutra)

Detailed Exposition by Living Buddha Lian-Sheng,
Grandmaster Sheng-yen Lu

Discourse 12 2021-09-04

Three—The Right and Ultimate Meaning of the Great Vehicle

The Buddha told Subhuti, “All bodhisattvas should master their minds in the following way:

“All sentient beings—whether they are born from eggs or wombs, through moisture or
transformations, whether they have forms or not, with or without thoughts, or not completely
with thoughts nor without thoughts—I will liberate and deliver to nirvana without remainder.
And yet, of the innumerable sentient beings being liberated and delivered, there really is no
sentient beings that are liberated or delivered. Why is this, Subhuti?

“Because if a bodhisattva holds a view of self, others, sentient beings and lifespan, then he is not
a bodhisattva.”

Someone asked about Chapter Three—The Right and Ultimate Meaning of the Great Vehicle.
Why did Grandmaster mention that the view of sentient beings refers to “space” and the view
of lifespan refers to “time”? Lifespan is time and sentient being is space. When there is no space
dimension and no time dimension, what good is it? Someone asked me this question regarding
the view of self, others, sentient beings, and lifespan in Chapter Three—The Right and Ultimate
Meaning of the Great Vehicle.

Because if a bodhisattva holds a view of self, others, sentient beings and lifespan, then he is not
a bodhisattva.

That means, you cannot have those views. The phenomena of sentient beings [physical existences]
belong in the space dimension and the phenomena of lifespan belong in the time dimension. Let
me tell you. Lifespan symbolizes time. Why? Some people live long, some people die young. That's
the phenomena of lifespan. If [the concept of] time does not exist, then in Buddhism, it is referred
as The Three Times Are One. What does this mean?

The past, present and future are all-in-one and intermingled together. Grandmaster can know about
past lives and his own future lives. How can | know? Because | hold no view of lifespan [time]. Time
simply does not matter. The concept of time was completely invented by human beings.

See? Saying | miss you every year, every month, every hour, every minute, every second. [in a joking
manner] | miss you. These are words spoken between lovers, things | said in the past. [laughter]
Whether | say it now or not, you'd never know. Every second | miss you. That's quite farfetched.

Years, months, weeks, days, hours, minutes, seconds, were all determined by human beings.
Inherently, there is no [concept of] time, there is no view of lifespan. That was specified by
human beings. Who can calculate the “somber sky, terrene earth, and vast desolate
universe” [a quote from the “Thousand Character Classic” poem to describe the beginning of
a universe]? Who can calculate how long it has been?

Sakyamuni Buddha and Buddhism talks about kalpa. The first kalpa is called the Initial Kalpa and
the last kalpa is called the Innate Joy Kalpa. The current kalpa is called the Bhadra Kalpa, and there
will be a thousand buddhas in this kalpa.
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